
Principles of Psychology (Psy 1010-009) 

Spring 2016  T/Th 9:30am – 10:45am  Field House 2050 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Instructor: Erin Vogel, M.A. 
Email: erin.vogel@utoledo.edu  
Office Hours: T/Th 11:00am – 12:30pm 
Office Location: University Hall 6510 
TA: Andrew Peters (Andrew.Peters2@rockets.utoledo.edu) 

 
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS 
Textbook: Lilienfeld et al., 2013. Psychology: From Inquiry to Understanding, 3rd edition, Pearson. 
ISBN 9780134223936: includes eBook, audiobook, and online materials. 
ISBN 9780134225647: includes all of the above plus a looseleaf paper textbook for an additional $5 

 
Access to online materials is required. If you purchase a used copy of the book, you will still need to 
purchase REVEL online access. The cheapest option is to purchase all materials through the 
publisher using the link in the course Blackboard site (https://blackboard.utdl.edu). You will 
receive 2 weeks of free guest access to REVEL, but after that, you will have to purchase access either 
with or without a looseleaf textbook. It is your responsibility to purchase access to REVEL in time to 
complete your assignments.  

 
COURSE COMPONENTS 
Pre-Test: In order to assess your knowledge about psychology before taking this course, you will 
complete a short pre-test on Blackboard (in the “Exams” folder). This is due Friday, January 15 
(the end of the first week of classes).  
 
Lectures:  This course meets twice a week to cover and expand upon the course topics. “Outline” 
slides will be posted in PDF format on Blackboard before each class. These slides will not include 
everything you need to know, so it is important to attend class. If you miss class, get notes from a 
classmate. If you have further specific questions, please come to office hours. If you know that you 
will be unable to attend class for a university-approved reason (e.g., athletic event, religious 
holiday, medical procedure), email me in advance and I will provide you with additional content to 
help you catch up. Please do not record lectures or take pictures of slides without explicit 
permission from me or the university.  
 
Research Exposure: Research is a major part of many careers in psychology. Through this class, 
you will be exposed to research as a participant, a consumer, or both. If you choose to participate in 
experiments here at UT, you will learn more about how actual psychological research is done. If you 
are unable or prefer not to participate, you may complete this requirement by reading articles in 
psychology journals and writing brief reports about them. You must complete FOUR research 
credits. These can be earned through participating, writing papers, or a combination of both. Either 
way, you must fulfill this requirement in order to pass the course. See the course Blackboard 
page for more information.  
 

https://blackboard.utdl.edu/


Exams: There will be a total of six exams: five unit exams and a final exam. The final exam is 
cumulative. Each exam will be composed of 50 questions (1 question = 2 points). Exams consist 
entirely of multiple choice questions. (Important note: this does not mean that they are easy!) You 
may not use your book, notes, phone, the Internet, or other people during exams. Any use of your 
phone during an exam will be considered cheating. Exams must be taken on Blackboard using a 
computer. Please bring a laptop to class on designated exam days. If you do not own a laptop or 
cannot bring it to class, let me know before the first exam. If you show up to take the exam without 
a laptop and we have not already discussed alternatives, your exam will be considered late.  
 
Quizzes: There will be 16 quizzes, one for each chapter. You will find these in Revel when you get 
to the end of a chapter. Each quiz has 5 multiple-choice questions that are worth 1 point each. Refer 
to the syllabus for quiz due dates. Quizzes are due at 11:59pm on the listed date. Keeping up with 
the reading on a regular basis (instead of cramming at the end of the unit) will most likely improve 
your exam performance as well. All assignments are available three weeks before their due date. If 
you know you will be extra busy at a certain time, you can work ahead.  
 
Writing Assignments: There are 8 writing assignments available in Revel. Each is worth 50 points, 
but the writing portion of this course is out of 250 points. That means that you can earn a high 
grade by doing an excellent job on 5 assignments or an average job on 8 assignments. Any points 
you earn beyond 250 will be extra credit. Writing assignments will be automatically scored by 
Revel. It is very difficult to earn a high score. You will need to address each part of the prompt in a 
clear, comprehensive, succinct manner.  
 
These writing assignments are intended to give you practice in conveying your original ideas. 
Although you may use your text and other sources for reference, your responses must be written in 
your own words and reflect your own ideas. When you submit your assignment, Revel will generate 
a similarity score by comparing your work to the text, information on the Internet, and other 
students’ assignments. If your similarity score is too high, you will receive no credit for the 
assignment. I will review your submission when the similarity score is higher than 20%. I 
understand that everyone is coming into this class with different amounts of experience with 
formal writing and different skills. Therefore, you will be given one “free pass” in which the essay 
will still be given a zero, but will not be considered academic dishonesty or reported to the 
university. See the academic honesty policy below for more information on the consequences of 
plagiarism. As always, it is important to start on your assignments early so that you have plenty of 
opportunities to compensate for a low score.  
 
In-Class Participation: There will be opportunities to earn points in class by completing short 
activities/assignments. These will likely include taking a short quiz to assess your knowledge, 
writing down a real-world example of a concept presented in lecture, or writing down a topic you 
would like to cover in more detail. Completion of an in-class activity is worth 5 points. To earn full 
credit for this portion of your grade, you must complete 14 activities. These may not be available 
every class period, so I don’t recommend only attending the last 14 lectures! 

 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS AND POLICIES 
Academic Integrity: Your work needs to reflect your own knowledge and ideas. The first instance 
of cheating will result in 0 points for the assignment/exam. A second offense will result in a failing 
grade for the course and will be reported to the Office of Student Services. A low grade that results 
from cheating will not be deleted if you retake the course for a higher grade. It is your 
responsibility to understand the definition of academic dishonesty. “I didn’t know I was 



cheating” will not be considered a valid reason. The university’s policy on academic dishonesty is 
posted on the course Blackboard site. If you are unsure about the policy, ask first.  

 

Code of Conduct: Please act like the adults that you are and be courteous to your instructor and 
your classmates. This means arriving on time and not being disruptive. Texting, talking to your 
friends, and listening to music are just a few examples of things that are not acceptable during class. 
Other examples include clipping your toenails and taking selfies during class. (Yes, these things 
have actually happened.) If you are not going to pay attention in class, there is no point in being 
there. If you are taking notes on a laptop or tablet, please try to limit Internet browsing during class. 
It is surprisingly distracting to students behind you who can see your screen. Overall, just use 
common sense and remember that your actions affect others’ learning experience as well as your 
own. If your behavior would not be tolerated by an employer, it is not appropriate for a college class 
either. (Except wearing pajamas to class, if you so choose. That’s the good thing about college.)  
 
Attendance: I do not believe in taking strict attendance for a college course. I understand that you 
have other classes, work, families, and other obligations. Managing your time is entirely up to you. 
However, attendance is a very important predictor of success in college courses. Therefore, I ask 
that you try to attend class regularly. In-class activities are essentially “attendance points”. You do 
not need to tell me when or why you missed a class, unless you have a legitimate, documented 
reason to receive the lecture notes from me. (If you overslept, get the notes from a classmate!)  
 
Late Assignments and Exams: Exams or assignments can be taken/turned in late at a penalty of 
20% per business day. For example, if an exam was given on Thursday and your score is 75% when 
you take it on Friday, that score would be reduced to 55%. If you did not take the exam until the 
following Monday, your score would be 35%. Please note that any weekday (Monday through 
Friday) is considered a business day unless it is a university-wide holiday. If you are going to take 
an exam late OR turn in an assignment late, you must notify me first and give me time to change the 
settings in Blackboard or Revel. You will not be able to submit late work unless I change the 
settings. In-class attendance points cannot be earned late. You will need to earn those in another 
class period.  
 
Extra Credit: Any points beyond 250 that you earn from writing assignments will be considered 
extra credit (up to 400 points are possible). There may be other extra credit opportunities during 
the semester, but these are not guaranteed.  
 
One last thing: I understand that students are not robots, and major life events can have a negative 
impact on your academic performance. If you are experiencing something that is affecting your 
attendance and/or class performance, it is better to address it earlier rather than later. I can work 
with you much more effectively if I am aware of the issue during the semester. Most requests for an 
Incomplete will not be granted (see the university’s policy on Incompletes posted on Blackboard). It 
is your responsibility to seek services that can help you manage things, to inform your professors (if 
needed), and/or to drop the course before the drop deadline (1/25/16).  
 
 
 
 
 
 



GRADING  
You will earn points in this class according to the following guidelines:  
 
Category Points Possible Percentage of Final Grade 
Exams  600 60 
Chapter Quizzes 80 8 
Writing Assignments 250 25 
In-Class Participation 70 7 
TOTAL 1000 100 
 
These points will translate into letter grades according to the following guidelines:  
 
Letter Grade Course Points Percentage of Possible Points 
A 930 or more 93% or more 
A- 900-929 90-92% 
B+ 870-899 87-89% 
B 830-869 83-86% 
B- 800-829 80-82% 
C+ 770-799 77-79% 
C 730-769 73-76% 
C- 700-729 70-72% 
D+ 670-699 67-69% 
D 630-669 63-66% 
D- 600-629 60-62% 
F 599 or less Less than 60% 
 

COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES  
Email is the most reliable way to contact me. I am here to help you succeed in this course and will 
be responsive to your questions and concerns. That being said, it is important to plan ahead and not 
expect an immediate response via email. I will answer your email within 24 hours (usually much 
less!). Remember that when you email your instructors or TAs, a professional and polite tone will 
generally get the best results. If you are struggling in the course and/or want to discuss what you 
can do to be successful, I would be happy to help. Either send me an email or stop by during office 
hours. In my experience, these meetings tend to be most productive and helpful for students who 
have specific goals and are willing to implement different strategies to achieve them. In other 
words, simply talking about your grade is not going to raise it.   
 

COURSE SCHEDULE  
This schedule is subject to change during the semester.  
 

Date Topic Assignments Due 

Tuesday, 1/12 Course Overview  
Thursday, 1/14 Psychology & Scientific 

Thinking 
Chapter 1 quiz 

Tuesday, 1/19 Research Methods*  
Thursday, 1/21 Research Methods; 

Biological Psychology* 
Chapter 2 quiz 

Tuesday, 1/26 Biological Psychology Chapter 3 quiz 



Thursday, 1/28 NO CLASS – INSTRUCTOR AT 
CONFERENCE 

 

Tuesday, 2/2 Sensation & Perception Chapter 4 quiz 
Thursday, 2/4 UNIT 1 EXAM (Ch 1-4) Writing assignments 1, 2 
Tuesday, 2/9 Consciousness*  
Thursday, 2/11 Consciousness; 

Learning 
Chapter 5 quiz 

Tuesday, 2/16 Learning; Memory Chapter 6 quiz 
Thursday, 2/18 Memory Chapter 7 quiz 
Tuesday, 2/23 UNIT 2 EXAM (Ch 5-7) Writing assignment 3 
Thursday, 2/25 Thinking, Reasoning, & 

Language 
 

Tuesday, 3/1 Thinking, Reasoning, & 
Language; Intelligence and IQ 
Testing* 

Chapter 8 quiz 

Thursday, 3/3 Intelligence and IQ Testing; 
Human Development* 

Chapter 9 quiz 

Tuesday, 3/8 NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK  
Thursday, 3/10 NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK  
Tuesday, 3/15 Human Development Chapter 10 quiz 
Thursday, 3/17 UNIT 3 EXAM (Ch 8-10) Writing assignments 4, 5 
Tuesday, 3/22 Emotion & Motivation*  
Thursday, 3/24 Emotion & Motivation; Stress, 

Coping, & Health 
Chapter 11 quiz 

Tuesday, 3/29 Stress, Coping, & Health Chapter 12 quiz 
Thursday, 3/31 Social Psychology*  
Tuesday, 4/5 Social Psychology Chapter 13 quiz 
Thursday, 4/7 UNIT 4 EXAM (Ch 11-13) Writing assignments 6, 7 
Tuesday, 4/12 Personality  
Thursday, 4/14 Personality; Psychological 

Disorders  
Chapter 14 quiz 

Tuesday, 4/19 Psychological Disorders* Chapter 15 quiz 
Thursday, 4/21 Psychological & Biological 

Treatments 
 

Tuesday, 4/26 Psychological & Biological 
Treatments 

Chapter 16 quiz 

Thursday, 4/28 UNIT 5 EXAM (Ch 14-16) Writing assignment 8 

*A writing assignment is available for this topic.  
 

FINAL EXAM: Wednesday, May 4, 2016, 8:00am – 10:00am 
 

Important Note: By remaining enrolled in this course, you are agreeing to the terms of this syllabus. 
The last day to drop a course without penalty is January 25, 2016 

 

 


